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Foreword

This report was commissioned by the Hamilton Community Foundation in keeping with
its mission to strengthen Hamilton's quality of life as an inclusive and sustainable
community by acting as a catalyst and by connecting people, ideas and resources
through community philanthropy.

The Centre for Community Study (CCS) is an independent non-profit research
organization, specializing in urban public-policy issues, providing research and
services to the pubilic, not-for-profit and private sectors. The CCS has expertise in a
variety of areas including: Urban trends and analysis; community renewal strategies;
media policy analysis; organizational and strategic planning.
For more information go to www.communitystudy.ca
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Executive Summary

Schools play a significant role in creating shared prosperity across a community, in
neighbourhoods both rich or poor, urban or suburban. In 2010, the Hamilton Community
Foundation (HCF) published a paper citing research that demonstrated a positive link
between income and school performance. The paper concluded that Hamilton should
explore this link locally and potentially consider bold and innovative options, such as
income integration in schools as a catalyst in Hamilton's long-term poverty reduction
efforts.

Prior to this, in 2005, the Hamilton-Wentworth District School Board (HWDSB) developed
an anti-poverty initiative that aims to ensure that students from all areas of Hamilton are
given the same opportunities to succeed. Despite this goal, not all schools score the same
on the Education Quality and Accountability Office (EQAQ) tests. This raises the question
of the nature of the relationship between school location, school scores, and low income
levels across Hamilton.

This is a timely question as the HWDSB is undertaking a reorganization that is looking at
everything from programming and school closures, to the potential revision of the
boundaries from which each school draws its students. Within this context, the HCF
commissioned research to look at school performance and the spatial link with low
income levels to see what, if any, trends can be observed.

The Analysis

As a starting point for discussion, this report illuminates trends on the Hamilton
educational landscape by comparing school scores at the elementary, middle, and
secondary levels as to whether they are above or below the city average (see Figure A).
From there, these scores were compared with levels of low income in the districts from
which the schools draw their students. With these results, the report attempts to
determine what levels of low income mixing have a positive or negative impact on school
scores and how that might factor into the drawing of school boundaries moving forward.
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Figure A: Performance of Public Schools on All EQAQ Tests*
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The data generated from the test scores and low income analysis were compared across
the Hamilton landscape with the following results:

Schools that scored at or above the city average on the tests overwhelmingly draw
students from areas that are more affluent. For schools that scored at or above the
city average on all test scores, 72 percent of them draw students from areas where the
majority of Census Tracts (CTs) are below the city average in low income levels.

Schools that scored below the city average on the tests overwhelmingly draw
students from areas that are less affluent. For schools that scored below the city
average on all test scores, 68 percent of them draw students from areas where the
majority of CTs are above the city average in low income levels.
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Figure B: All Schools Above and Below the City Average for Test Scores by Income Mix
Levels
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What about mixed income schools?

The analysis showed that there appears to be an income mix point when the number of
schools with above city average test scores increase and the number of schools with
below city average test scores drop off. This is at the point where a school's boundary
encompasses twice as many affluent CTs than less affluent CTs. While by no means
conclusive, this is an interesting trend that should be investigated further. At the very
least, it provides a basis for understanding the potential impact of the location of school
boundaries.

What about specialty programming?

The analysis also looked at how the presence of a French Immersion (FI) program

compares with school performance and while the numbers are small (15 Fl programs in
total), the data showed that nine of the Fl programs were located at schools that scored
above the city average on all tests while two were located in schools that scored below

the city average on all tests. The remaining four schools had test scores that were a mix of

above and below the city average.
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Conclusions

What do these results mean moving forward? Overall, the results expand the local
understanding of the relationship between school location, levels of affluence and EQAO
test scores. This relationship should be more fully explored with the detailed data and
additional human resources available to the HWDSB. However, the results point to some
potential implications for school planning:

1. Inany reorganization of school boundaries, the clustering of areas of low income
should be avoided as these schools typically scored lower on EQAO tests
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